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INTRODUCTION: 

The purpose of this project is to describe the meaning of prostate cancer treatment- 

related incontinence and impotence for low income African American and Latino men. 

We are conducting personal interviews with low income African American and Latino 

men recruited from a California program providing free prostate cancer treatment to 

uninsured and underinsured men whose incomes are below 200% of the Federal 

poverty level. Interviewers are male, and ethnicity- and language-matched. Each 

interview is audiotaped and transcribed verbatim. Spanish transcripts are being 

translated and verified to produce English transcripts. We are beginning initial 

qualitative analysis as transcripts are completed and verified. 

BODY: 

Task 1. To elicit African American and Latino men's perspectives on prostate 

cancer treatment- related incontinence and impotence. (Months 1-19) 

a. Identify and recruit potential participants (Months 1-15) 

STATUS: Ongoing. We are ahead of our recruitment goals for Latino 

men and below for African American men. IMPACT had to suspend 

enrollment of new patients for 7 months due to Calfomia's fiscal crisis 

and recruitment for this study was suspended for 2 months pending 

resolution of IRB issues. 

b. Conduct initial interviews (Months 2-16) 

STATUS: 53 initial interviews have been completed. All men will be 

contacted and reconsented before a follow-up interview is conducted. 

c. Conduct second interviews (Months 5-19) 

STATUS: No second interviews have been completed. 



Task 2. To identify themes emerging from the interview data (Months 2-31) 

Initial analysis has been started to identify themes in completed 

transcripts. Interview guides for 4 follow-up interviews have been 

developed. 

a. Verbatim transcription of interview tapes (Months 2-24) 

STATUS: Ongoing 

b. Translate Spanish transcripts (Months 2-26) 

STATUS: Ongoing 

c. Prepare transcripts for N Vivo entry (Months 3-28) 

STATUS: Ongoing 

d. Enter data into N Vivo (Months 3-28) 

STATUS: Ongoing 

e. Line-by-line coding of data and constant comparative technique 

(Months 3-28) 

STATUS: Initial coding started 

f. Identify themes related to beliefs about urinary, sexual, and bowel 

function, and masculinity (Months 4-30) 

STATUS: Initial themes being identified 

g. Verify themes with participants (Months 5-31) 

STATUS: Will occur in follow-up interviews 

Task 3. To describe concepts of meaning and their underlying structure (Months 

20-36) 

a. Cluster themes into conceptual categories (Months 20-34) 

b. Compare categories across interview transcripts (Months 20-34) 

c. Identify clusters related to incontinence and impotence (Months 20-34) 

d. Develop narratives describing the meanings of incontinence and 

impotence as it has emerged from the data along with the underlying 

cultural beliefs (Months 30-36) 



KEY RESEARCH ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

We have successfully recruited and interviewed 47 Latino men and 6 African American 

men among a population that has been historically difficult to recruit. Only 7 men have 

declined to participate when approached. Men have expressed appreciation to the 

interviewers at having the opportunity to discuss their concerns about erectile 

dysfunction and incontinence, many for the first time. 

REPORTABLE OUTCOMES: 

None at this time. Research is ongoing. 

CONCLUSIONS: 

None at this time. Research is ongoing. 


